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The Kunatah Dining Hall 
Flagpole was dug up and 
transported to the Museum 
grounds, working with Curator 
Bernie Sussman on the 
location.  A form was built, and 
the flagpole was readied for 
placement. A uniquely devised 
plan using the far arm of a 
mini-excavator was used to 
hold, erect and place the 30-ft. 
brushed aluminum flagpole.   

Once squared to the ground, 
it was left there for the cement 
to be poured and hold it. It 
held the flagpole in place while some curing was 
evident and the pole could be released from the 
excavator. !
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GREGORY PERILLO 
Born in 

Greenwich Village, 
Gregory Perillo is 
a western painter 
and sculptor, who 
continues to live in 
Staten Island but 
who makes 
frequent trips West 
to refresh his 
vision.  He was 
one of the first 
western artists to 
combine portraits of animals and humans on 
canvas; in fact he recreates all facets of the 
American West including wildlife in a style that 
combines realism and impressionism. 

Continued on Page 4 

THE STORY AND RESCUE OF 
THE TMR KERNOCHAN 

BLOCKHOUSE!
By: Dr. Gene Berman and John Romanovich 

Circa 1955-1956 a 
confluence of three 
energies came 
together.  Camp Man, 
named for Aldrick 
Man, the first 
President of Queens 
Council, had been 
broken up into three 
separate camps 
beginning in 1954.  
There was Camp 
Lakeside with its white 
office, white dining 
hall and Landship Amochol for Sea Scouts, all at the 
edge of Crystal Lake.  There was Camp Central, aptly 
named as it was in the middle of things and Camp 
Kernochan, named for Judge Frederic Kernochan, 
whose friends paid for the construction of the camp in 

Continued on Page 6 

Gregory Perillo (right) & 
Museum Trustee Jesse Metz 

This summer the Ten Mile 
River Scout Museum is 
hosting an exhibit of 14 oil 
paintings by the world 
famous artist Gregory Perillo.  
The paintings mostly depict 
Lenni Lenape Indians in 
scenes of everyday life in 
what are today New York 
City and upstate New York.  
All the paintings can be 
purchased.  The exhibit will 
be open to the public from Sunday July 11, 2010 - 
Sunday August 22, 2010. 

Mr. Perillo is a life-long resident of Staten Island 
and a former SI Boy Scout. 

This is the first time in the 13-year history of the 
Museum that we are hosting an art show and it 
required a considerable amount of time and effort 

MUSEUM TO HOST 
INDIAN ART SHOW!

By: David M. Malatzky 

archivist@tmrmuseum.org 

Continued on Page 13 

“Mother and Child” 

CAMP KUNATAH FLAGPOLE 
MOVED TO MUSEUM!

By: John Romanovich 

TustonManor278@aol.com 

Spotlight on T.M.R. 
Staff: Glen Schneider 

By: Fred Gervat 

fgervat@gmail.com 

SS: When did you become a Boy Scout?  (Were 
you a Cub Scout?) What town & Troop?  What was 
your highest rank? What about Jambo attendance?   

GS: I joined the Scouts in the 
fall of 1975 as a Wolf Cub 
Scout. I belonged to Troop 
161 in the heart of 
Bensonhurst, Brooklyn.  I'm a 
Life Scout.   I served on the 
staff of the 2001 National 
Scout Jamboree. I worked on 
The Presidential Range, Trap 
Range 'D'. It was one of the greatest experiences of 
my life and I highly recommend going to the Jambo 
as either staff or a participant, if you get the chance. 

SS: What Troop jobs did you (do you) hold? 

GS: As a Scout, I served as Assistant PL, Patrol 
Leader and as Senior Patrol Leader. 

SS: Were you in the OA? What Lodge? What level 
attained? Active now? 

GS: I am a Brotherhood Member of Shu-Shu-Gah 
Lodge No. 24. I've been a past Associate Chapter 
Advisor of Showandasse. When my work and extra-
curricular schedules allow I try to take an active part 
in my Lodge. I also support Suanhacky Lodge No. 
49 when I'm able to. 

Continued on Page 9 

Glen Schneider 
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The Ten Mile River Scout Museum is a not-for-profit entity interested in collecting artifacts, documents, audio and video media illustrating the camping experiences of the Greater 
New York City's scouting heritage.  
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Opinions expressed by the authors are their own and do not necessarily represent those of the Ten Mile River Scout Museum, publisher or editor.  
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regular mail to 548 3rd Ave, Pelham, NY 10803-1120.  
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from the 

chairman’s desk 

from the editor 

By: Dr. Gene Berman 

gberman@verizon.net 

By: Fred Gervat 

fgervat@gmail.com 

As I begin to write this article we are emerging 
from a wet and miserable winter to the promise of 
spring and the renewal it brings with it each year. I 
am seeing buds starting to form on the trees and 
birds are singing.  I know most of you will read this 
article in late spring or the summer when 75 
degrees will seem cool…but tomorrow its going to 
be 75 degrees, the first time since last year, it’s 
going to be a glorious day.  Pat and I are taking 
the grandkids to Adventure land in Long Island and 
I know the winter is really over.  And my mind 
starts to think of the great things we have planned 
for the Museum this summer to honor the one 
hundredth anniversary of the Boy Scouts of 
America. 

First and foremost, the Ten Mile River Museum 
under the guidance of subcommittee chairman, 
John Romanovich is preparing for our “Big Lift” 
which will bring the Blockhouse from Kernochan to 
the Museum for restoration and your viewing 
enjoyment.  The Blockhouse was built in 1956 
along with an elaborate tower, gateway and fence 
at the entrance to Camp Kernochan.  The tower 
and fence are long gone but the Blockhouse has 
survived over 50 years.  Camp Kernochan has 
been closed, sadly a victim of “lots of Camp and 
not enough Scouts” and the Blockhouse has 
begun to deteriorate.  The Museum in its attempt 
to save as much of the history of our great TMR 
camp as we can, has undertaken the project to 
bring the Blockhouse to HQ as above.  If 
Kernochan were ever to re-open it could be moved 
back as the symbol of that camp if that was the 
wish of the Administration at that time.  We plan to 
rededicate the Blockhouse on Alumni Day, July 31 
at HQ camp between 11:30 AM - 12:30 AM.  The 
base foundation has been laid and shortly the 
concrete will go over it and then the move during 
the next 4-6 weeks. 

Next, it is our plan to retrieve the fabulous 
Kunatah Flagpole originally donated by Troop 265, 
Brooklyn to Camp Kunatah in memory of one of 
their deceased members.  It’s the finest flagpole 
on the reservation. With Kunatah also closed we 
have gotten permission for this move and one of 
Troop 265’s core members, Sal Podomoni, the 
current director of Camp Aquehonga will re-
dedicate the Flagpole on Alumni Day, July 31 at 
HQ camp. 

In addition, we are also exploring the feasibility of 
moving the last standing cabin in Camp Kotohke, a 
camp that closed in 1956, from its mooring in 
Cayuga campsite.  If feasible to do this, it might just 
show up in time for Alumni Day this year as well to 
give all of you that camped in these cabins that “Old 
Time Feeling.” 

Now how about inside the Museum?  Well, with 
the virtual completion of our third room we are 
turning to exhibits to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of Scouting.  The feature exhibit will be a 14-painting 
loan, from World Renowned Artist, Gregory Perillo. 
He has painted for President and Mrs. Reagan and 
Mikhail Gorbachev and his work was exhibited at 
the 2006 National Order of the Arrow Conference 
(NOAC).  The theme is American Indians and for 
those looking to purchase a painting, you have a 
chance to make a real solid investment.  While not 
confirmed as of this article, Mr. Perillo has 
tentatively agreed, schedule permitting, to visit the 
Museum and sign autographs on July 31, 2010, in 
the morning of Alumni Day. 

We plan to do a 100th anniversary retrospective 
of some of the highlights of Boy Scouting’s first one 
hundred years as well.  On exhibit will be 
memorabilia and photos from major events such as 
National Jamborees, Order of the Arrow 
conferences, Scout shows and much more.  There 
will be a new tribute exhibit to the late Bobby 
Buonvino (SPL Bob), who was Mr. Woodbadge and 
Mr. Junior Leader Training for many years.  
Additional new exhibits of Woodbadge at Camp, and 
some JLTC items will be on display.  Back on loan 
will also be the complete works of the Slide Farm 
from the daughters of the late Roland Flora not seen 
on exhibit since the TMR Diamond Jubilee in 2002.  
And look for a display of the Life of Harvey Gordon, 
the man who built TMR, based on photos and 
information provided to us by his grand nephew who 
also will likely be at TMR for Alumni Day. 

So as you can see there is much excitement 
abounding around the Museum for this upcoming 
season.  In addition, the Camp is planning some 
great things. 

During the afternoon of Alumni Day many 
activities will be open and available for your use 
including black powder rifle shooting, aquatic and 
climbing activities as well as a chance to visit your 
“old haunts” if they still exist and if not, the ghosts of 
the same as the buildings change but not the land.  
At night, a large campfire in the New Thunderbird 
Theater just built last year will occur, featuring a live 
feed from the National Jamboree Show at Fort A.P. 
Hill in Virginia.  The President of the United States 
may speak at this time from the Fort. 

So in conclusion, TMR is an exciting place and 
will be a “happening place” this summer.  Visit the 
Museum to see your buddies and your camp and 
campsites as you remember them…that is the TMR 
of yesterday.  Visit different parts of the reservation 
to learn about the TMR of Today.  Who would have 
thought 15 years ago that you would have a 
Computer Center at camp, mountain bikes, pedal 
bikes, pedal boats, war canoes, climbing towers in 
each camp and so much more.  And you can learn 

Dr. Berman is founder of the Ten Mile River 

Scout Museum. 

while you are there about the great plans for the 
TMR of tomorrow as Scouting begins its second 
one hundred years. 

This issue is a bit different from the rest. Our 
main function is to report the history of TMR.  What 
is special in this issue, is that we are reporting on 
one of the most significant  (if not the most 
significant) historical events in the history of the 
Museum, namely, the 100th Anniversary of the Boy 
Scouts of America. There are several articles about 
the Anniversary, (or related to it, as the Florida 
Museum piece, or the Perillo art exhibit.)  

For this reason, if you were expecting your article 
to be included in this, you were pre-empted by the 
Anniversary Celebration.  

Meantime, enjoy the articles, and we hope to see 
you on Alumni Day, July 31! (See the flyer 
elsewhere in this issue.)  

Have a great summer! 

Fred Gervat is Editor of T.M.R. Smoke 

Signals. 

2010 T.M.R. MUSEUM 
HISTORIAN PATCH 

The 2010 T.M.R. Museum Historian patches 
have arrived!  These beautiful 3 in. patches are 
given free to Scouts that visit the Museum during 
the summer and 
satisfy various 
requirements.   

Scouters that 
satisfy the same 
requirements can 
purchase one for 
a nominal fee. 
Please get one 
when you visit the 
Museum this 
summer. 
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worked in a garment factory, earned his high school 
degree and began attending evening art classes.  In 
1950, the couple headed west, and in Sedona, AZ 
Mr. Perillo met William Leigh whose art Perillo had 
seen at the Grand Central Galleries in N.Y.C.  Leigh 
had a studio in New York, and Mr. Perillo began 
visiting him there and spent the next five years 
studying with him until Leigh’s death in 1955.  

Mr. Perillo began selling his work in earnest, 
especially through galleries in Arizona, New Mexico, 
Texas and New York City.  In the 1970s, he began 
making sculpture, ultimately creating nearly thirty 
pieces.  In 1976, he became a plate artist.  In 1990, 
American Express commissioned Perillo to paint 
over fifty oils and sculpt two huge bronzes for its 
world headquarters in Phoenix, AZ.  His work is also 
in the corporate headquarters of AT&T, the 
Governor’s mansion in Albany and at the University 
of New Mexico. 

Perillo’s artwork is also in the collections of the 

!
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Over the weekend of April 30 - May 2, 2010, the 
Museum organized a display of T.M.R. and 
Kanohwahke Scout Camps history at the 
prestigious West Point Camporee, near Central 
Valley, NY.   The Camporee is an annual event put 
on by 150 Eagle Scout cadets at the U.S. Military 
Academy, West Point, NY.  Over 3,400 Boy Scouts 
attended as members of approximately 150 
Troops.  Participation is by invitation only and 
many Troops traveled several hundred miles to 
attend the event. 

The West Point Camporee is located six miles 
north of the site of the Kanohwahke Scout Camps 
during the 1920s, in Harriman State Park. The 
N.Y.C. Scouts used the Kanohwahke Scout Camps 
for our summer camps before T.M.R.  Our display 
consisted of a variety of photos, maps, and 
documents. “Birdman” Mike Herbert brought a 
selection of his owls, which were a big hit with the 
Scouts.  The Camporee staff treated us very well, 
providing meals, electricity and a 10 ft. x 20 ft. 
military tent.   

Museum Curator Bernie Sussman organized the 
display, with support by David Malatzky, Mike 
Herbert, John Romanovich and Rich Miller.  
Chairman Gene Berman and Hal Rosenfeld visited 
on Saturday. 

Adjacent to the Museum display was a T.M.R. 
promotions display organized by T.M.R. Director 
Sean Quinn and assisted by Keowa Director Cathy 
Rihl and John Restrepo.  

MUSEUM SHOW AT 
WEST POINT CAMPOREE 
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MUSEUM CONTRIBUTES 
PHOTOS TO N.Y.C. 

PARKS SHOW 

West Point Camporee Display 

The Collier County Museum in Naples, FL has 
opened an exhibition called Scouts Honor to 
commemorate the B.S.A. 100th Anniversary.   The 
exhibition includes photos and objects regarding 
Barron G. Collier, one of the founders of the Boy Scout 
Foundation of Greater New York and Acting President 
of the Foundation from 1929 - 1937. It details Collier’s 
association with prominent political and philanthropic 
figures of the time as well as his efforts to promote 
Scouting both in New York City and across America.  
The exhibition features a Silver Buffalo award, 
obtained on loan from National Council, B.S.A. 

Collier County was named after Mr. Collier in 
recognition of his investments in southwest Florida.  
Barron Collier was the largest landowner in Florida, 
owning in excess of 1 million acres, larger than the 
state of Delaware. 

The Ten Mile River Scout Museum provided many 
of the photos and other documentary materials in the 
exhibition about Mr. Collier.   

Scouts Honor also includes a variety of Boy Scout 
items: Norman Rockwell illustrations, two B.S.A. 
uniforms (circa 1920s – 1930s), Boys’ Life Magazines, 
biographical sketches and photos of the B.S.A. 
founders, various Scout and Scout leader handbooks. 

The exhibition runs from May 3 – July 31, 2010 at 
the Collier County Museum.  For additional 
information, call the Museum at 239-252-8476. 

FLORIDA MUSEUM 
EXHIBIT ON N.Y.C. 

SCOUTING  FOUNDER 
By: David M. Malatzky 

archivist@tmrmuseum.org 

GREGORY PERILLO 
Continued from Page 1 

He captures the fascinating saga of the 
American Indian and his brave heritage in a highly 
skillful style that vividly portrays a colorful chapter 
in American history. 

Mr. Perillo grew up on Staten Island, the second 
child of Italian immigrants.  He was a Boy Scout 
as a youth.  As a young child, he showed artistic 
talent, and drew pictures of many of the stories his 
father told him from his American history classes 
he took to become an educated citizen.  The 
young Perillo enrolled briefly in art school, but 
often missed classes and then joined the Navy in 
1944, serving for two years on the U.S.S. Storm 
King.  On leave, he went home with a Navy buddy 
to a ranch in Montana where he first spent time 
with Native American people.  

Back in New York, he married Mary Venitti, 

Denver Museum of Nature and Science; the 
Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Ithaca, NY; 
and the Pettigrew Home and Museum, Sioux Falls, 
SD.  He has painted portraits for such notables as 
Ronald and Nancy Reagan and was commissioned 
by Mikhail Gorbachev to paint a large mural to 
hang in the Kremlin. 

In 2006, Mr. Perillo exhibited his paintings at the 
National Order of the Arrow Conference in 
Michigan State University. He also spoke to 
Arrowmen during a “Meet the Artist” session. 

In more recent years, Mr. Perillo has created 
large statues on Staten Island honoring Vietnam 
War veteran Lt. Nick Lia and the World Trade 
Center firefighters. 

The Ten Mile River Scout Museum thanks Mr. 
Perillo for this tremendous opportunity to display 
his fine art to T.M.R. campers and other visitors to 
the Museum this summer. 

Barron Collier photos from “Scouts Honor” 

The N.Y.C. Dept. of Parks and Recreation has 
requested copies of four photos from the Museum 
archives to possibly use in a show at the Arsenal 
Gallery, Central Park at 5th Ave. and 64th St. The 
photos depict 1943 and 1946 Staten Island 
Camporees that took place in the Staten Island 
Short Term Camp.  Today the same property is 
used by High Rock Park in Staten Island. 

“Before They Were Parks” is dedicated to 
revealing the histories of numerous park properties 
throughout New York City, focusing on their pre-
park existence and their transformation into public 
use. The sites chosen highlight various ways land 
has been used and reclaimed in a city where space 
is highly sought after, and include Bleecker Street 
Playground in Manhattan, Elmhurst Park in 
Queens, Concrete Plant Park in the Bronx, and 
High Rock Park in Staten Island. 

The show will be on view to the public at the 
Arsenal Gallery, located on the 3rd floor of the 
Arsenal in Central Park at 5th Ave and 64th St., 
from June 23rd - September 9th, 2010. Gallery 
hours are Monday through Friday from 9 am to 5 
pm. Admission is free. 

By: David M. Malatzky 

archivist@tmrmuseum.org 

Staten Island Short Term Camp, 1943 
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Early Years 

Barron Gift Collier, a man of tremendous vision 
and energy, was born in Memphis, TN to a 
prominent southern family on March 23, 1873.   He 
left school at age 16 to work for the Illinois Central 
Railroad, soliciting freight cargoes.  Recognizing 
certain improvements in streetlight technology, he 
obtained the municipal contract and introduced 
gasoline-fueled lighting to Memphis. 

Advertising Pioneer 

Collier was the first 
person to recognize 
the potential of using 
electric streetcars for 
mass advertising.  He 
won an exclusive 
contract for all 
streetcar advertising in 
Memphis.  Collier sold 
the ads, printed the 
cards, put them in the 
streetcars, and paid 
the streetcar system a fee for the privilege.  Soon 
afterwards, he ran the streetcar advertising in all 
the nearby towns. 

At age 20, Collier moved to New York and 
started the Consolidated Street Railway 
Advertising Company of New York City.  By age 
26, he already was a millionaire. Collier eventually 
controlled practically the entire electric railway 
advertising space in the U.S., Canada and Cuba, 
with offices in the principal cities of each country.  
He also controlled advertising placards in the 
N.Y.C. subway cars and 230 subway newsstands. 

Florida Land Development 

Collier was a visionary who saw SW Florida as 
an agricultural and vacation paradise when most 
others considered it worthless swampland.  From 
1911 – 1924, Collier purchased more than 1 
million acres of mostly undeveloped and 
inaccessible land in Lee and Hendry Counties.  
Collier then invested millions of his own dollars to 
transform and develop the wilderness, including 
draining the Everglades and privately financing 
and constructing part of the Tamiami Trail 
between Miami and Tampa.  Due to his influence 
and investment in Florida’s future, on May 8, 
1923, the Florida legislature named the newly 
created Collier County in his honor. 

Collier launched dozens of enterprises in SW 
Florida that transformed the previously 
inaccessible land into thriving groves and an 
extensive resort development.  He owned a chain 
of hotels, bus lines, several banks, newspapers, a 
telephone company and a steamship line. 

At the time of his death, Barron Collier was the 
largest single landowner and developer in the 
state of Florida.  His total investments in Florida 
were estimated at $16 million.   

Police Interests 

From 1922 - 1925, Collier held public office as 
Special Deputy Police Commissioner in charge of 
the Public Safety Bureau in N.Y.C.  Mr. Collier 
conducted many campaigns to make the streets 
safer for pedestrians.  He created the fictional 

character “Aunty J. Walker,” who appeared on large 
posters to warn pedestrians against walking against 
traffic lights.  The white or yellow line in the center 
of highways and painted crosswalks was his idea. 

Collier was chairman of the committee on foreign 
relations of the International Association of Chiefs of 
Police and a founder of Interpol, the International 
World Police organization. 

New York City Scouting 

Barron Collier played an important role in the 
establishment of the Boy Scout Foundation of 
Greater New York in 1922 and took the positions of 
Foundation Vice-President and Chairman of the 
Camping Committee.   He was Acting President of 
the Boy Scout Foundation from March 2, 1929 – 
July 1937, replacing his good friend Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, who was elected Governor of New York 
State and then President of the United States. 

During the 1920s, Collier organized the annual 
inspection tours of N.Y.C. Scout camps at the 
Kanohwahke Scout Camps in Harriman State Park.  
Typically, more than 100 politicians, national and 
local Scouters, businessmen, bankers, judges, 
governors, mayors, soldiers, explorers, even movie 
stars, boarded one of his yachts on the west side of 
Manhattan for the trip up to Bear Mountain and the 
bus ride over to the camps to see the 3,000 Scouts.  
New York State Governor Al Smith was a frequent 
guest. 

In May 1923, Collier co-funded the dinner at the 
Hotel Commodore recognizing Sir Robert and Lady 
Baden-Powell, attended by over 1,200 volunteer 
Scout workers of Greater New York, one of the 
largest gathering of Scouting volunteers at the time. 

Mr. Collier owned the Luna Amusement Park in 
Coney Island, NY.  In July 1921, Brooklyn Council 
organized two weeks of Scout activities at Luna 
Park.  1,000 Brooklyn Scouts marched down Fifth 
Avenue in Manhattan to call attention to the 
celebration.  Scouts demonstrated signaling, first 
aid, bridge building and other Scout work. Brooklyn 

Council received a percentage of the gate 
receipts, as part of their fundraising program.   

In 1929, Collier personally solicited large 
donations from prominent supporters of N.Y.C. 
Scouting for the $1 million fund to purchase and 
develop the Ten Mile River Scout Camps. 

New York City Scouting & Police Cooperation 
on Safety Issues 

In January 1923, Collier, as head of the Public 
Safety Bureau, met with James E. West and 
representatives from the Boy Scout Foundation of 
Greater New York to enlist the N.Y.C. Scouts in a 
“Safety-First” campaign.  In April 1923, Collier 
announced the “Boy Scout Safety Service” 
whereby N.Y.C. Scouts would pledge to promote 
the objectives of the service and then be officially 
designated as “Boy Scout Safety Aids.”   

N.Y.C. Scouts were organized into special safety 
patrols and assigned to local schools to keep 
children in line at dismissal time and ensure that 
they were safely escorted across the street and 
started on their way home.  Scouts also 
supervised playgrounds, acted as aids to school 
nurses and were ready to render first aid to 
anyone injured in the vicinity of school property. 
These “Safety Scouts” were alert to all unsafe 
conditions around them and eliminated them if 
possible or otherwise notified proper authorities. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt referred to this as “one of 
the most dramatic phases of cooperation between 
the Scouts and the public in the whole history of 
Scouting.” 

Mr. Collier organized May 25, 1923 as “Safety 
Day” in New York City.  N.Y.C. Boy Scouts 
distributed 1 million cards to the public, warning 
against jay walking.  On September 13, 1924, 
Collier organized a conference of 1,100 Boy 
Scouts at Luna Park in Brooklyn, consisting of the 
Scout from each N.Y.C. troop that did the most to 
advance public safety during the previous year. 

National Scouting 

Mr. Collier was a member of the Executive Board 
of the National Council, B.S.A. from 1923 to his 
death in 1939. In November 1923, he originated 
and served as Chairman of the Committee on 
Publicity and Promotion, later the Public Relations 
Service. 

As president of the American Street Railways 
Advertising Company, Mr. Collier controlled car-
card space in a very large proportion of the 
streetcars and subway cars in the U.S.  In 1923, 
Mr. Collier produced and placed 50,000 two-color 

BARRON COLLIER – ENTREPRENEUR & N.Y.C. SCOUTER 

Barron G. Collier 

Barron Collier, Frederic Kernochan & Alfred 
E. Smith at the Kanohwahke Scout Camps, 1922 

Barron Collier and T.M.R. painting, 1927 

Collier and F.D.R., 1933 

Continued on Page 7 
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his honor.  See, you already learned something - that 
Kernochan was not an Indian name as you always 
thought!!  The campers and camp staff of Kernochan 
wanted some symbol of their camp just as Keowa 
had its Thunderbird or Rondack had its “bird.”  At 
some point circa 1955 they decided on an “Old Fort” 
Gateway theme when one entered Kernochan. 

At the same time this was going on, Scouting was 
growing by leaps and bounds in Southeastern 
Queens and it was decided that District 5 would be 
split into two parts. A new, smaller District Five would 
emerge and a new District 11 would be created 
covering the Laurelton, Cambria Heights, and 
Rosedale areas. 

And sadly, in 1955 while 
all of this was going on, 
Queens volunteer Scouters 
lost one of their most 
dedicated volunteers.  
Young Richard “Dick” 
Neubeck died suddenly at 
the age of 28 of a brain 
aneurysm.  Dick had been a 
tireless volunteer for 
Southeastern Queens Scouting both before and after 
his military service in Germany.  Dick had always 
been the picture of health and his energy drove many 
others to feats of accomplishment they may 
otherwise not have done. The Scouters of the new 
District 11 decided to name their District, Neubeck 
District, for their fallen comrade. 

It was decided that the Gateway would be built.  It 
would consist of a Blockhouse, which is the same 
Blockhouse the TMR Scout Museum has rescued 
from abandonment and deterioration, a fort-like 
appearance with a Gateway fence and a large tower 
to its right.  So to enter Camp Kernochan one would 
think they were entering an old-fashioned Fort. 

Scouters of 
southeastern Queens 
designed the gateway.  
Contributions were 
solicited and the 
Blockhouse was 
dedicated in August of 
1956 to the memory of 
Dick Neubeck. 

The tower and gate were constructed from local 
Ten Mile River wood.  They lasted about a decade 
but were gone by the late 1960s.  However, the 
Blockhouse has withstood the test of time and has 
survived for 54 years.  Due to the lack of campers, 
Kernochan closed its doors a few years ago but the 
Blockhouse remained on duty.  But it was starting to 
deteriorate.  Chairman Gene Berman, after pleading 
with Camping Directors for several years, finally got 
the okay from Director of Camping, Bob Madsen, to 
do the deed and rescue.  He assembled the best 
team that money didn’t have to buy, volunteers of 
course, to plan the rescue, bracing, foundation, 
heavy lift and finally the move of the Blockhouse.  
John “the General Foreman” Romanovich agreed to 
serve as subcommittee chairman of the project.  Mike 
“no job too big or small-birdman” Herbert, Bob  “no 
job I can’t do” Chiusano, Frank “The Banker” 
Mullane, Bob “I’m psyched for this” Herman. Hal “The 
Engineer” Rosenfeld, and others along with the 

KERNOCHAN 
BLOCKHOUSE 

Continued from Page 1 

fabulous Ranger Team headed by Jim Loeffel, were 
recruited to work with John R. to make this a reality. 

 The work began with analyzing the structural 
integrity of both the building and the slab foundation. A 
request made to Hal to project the weight of the 
Blockhouse, and using the heaviest timber as our 
guide, Hal estimated that the total weight was 13 tons. 

The Blockhouse structure was sound and dry inside. 
There was no extensive evidence of rot and this 
building was there to stay. The Blockhouse is perched 
on a 12 in. thick cement slab five foot by eight feet. 
Over the years, the Blockhouse was used for several 
purposes. One of which was as a check-in location and 
it was equipped with telephone service. Those lines 
were removed and placed safely out of the way.  
Various signs appeared on the edifice and one sign 
that was missing was the dedication plaque over the 
top threshold of the Blockhouse. 

Just about everyone we spoke to said something 
along the line that the move would be a “piece of 
cake.” As we go through this move, you will see it was 
far, far removed from this statement. 

As far as relocating the Blockhouse was concerned, 
feedback was asked for and came back all the way 
from placing it at the HQ junction where the old TMR 
wooden map was to across the road from the Museum 
to a number of locations in the picnic grounds. The 
location was reduced to two locations to the east of the 
newly repositioned TMR map. It was decided to move 
towards the far northeast corner by the tree line. We 
asked Curator Bernie Sussman to visit the proposed 
site and he gave his blessing to where it would be re-
erected. 

We all knew the soil where the Blockhouse was to 
be located was suspect and not exactly where you 
would place 13 tons of building. It was concluded this 
soil base might be the worst possible place for the 
Blockhouse, but it was the best place for all to see and 
enjoy. To overcome the soil condition, we dug a test 
trench to determine how much gravel should be used 
to provide stability and strength. We moved past the 
test trench to a full trench digging as regardless of 
what we found, it was going there. In our discussion as 
to how deep the gravel base should be, we decided 
just to make it a full four ft., past the frost line and 
stable enough to hold a lot more than 13 tons. 

Jim Loeffel, Senior TMR Ranger dug the ditch and 
after cracking the 8-in. frost dug down four ft. After 
some further discussions, an 8 ft. by 10 ft. slab would 
top the gravel. Bob Chiusano designed it and in April 
after the weather broke, Bob recruited two men with 
vast experience in concrete work to help us in this 
endeavor. Over a three-day span, a form was 
constructed; a topical water drain system devised and 
calculations were made as to how much cement was 
needed. Five yards of concrete were ordered. 

We had a little more concrete yet to use so Mikey 
suggested a concrete step be built outside the far rear 
door of the third room. A form was constructed with an 
extension where items can be placed as they are 
staged either coming in or going out of the Museum.  

On the second day of the foundation work, a front 
unloading 14-wheeled concrete truck arrived on time 
and began pouring concrete. He moved to the flagpole, 
then the blockhouse slab, and then the rear doorstep. 
To help preserve the picnic grounds, and instead of 
having the concrete truck drive over to that location, we 
carried in 5 gallon round pails the cement for that 
location. In the mean time, Bob, Mikey, George and 
Joe went to work finishing the cement and leveling it. 

The final day we took all the forms apart, 
straightened up the work site, cleaned all our tools and 

Dick Neubeck Plaque 

evaluated the work preformed. The Blockhouse 
foundation slab turned out perfect! We finished it with 
a 6 in. drain line around the two sides and the front 
and filled the sides with gravel. 

After that work was done, we traveled to the 
Blockhouse site to review the Blockhouse and 
devised theories on how to lift and move it. We also 
reviewed splitting the top section in half to preserve 
the roof. Alternate lift theories were floated using the 
all-terrain fork lift to lift by way of forks, and lift using 
straps around the first then second floors and move in 
that manner. Once the equipment is onsite, we will try 
these techniques and see which one works best. 

Part of prepping the Blockhouse for the move, was 
bracing the inside of both floors to avoid a 
parallelogram effect. Mikey and John spent two days 
bracing the Blockhouse with OSB, plywood and 2 in. x 
6 in. corner cross members.  

Mikey also started the dismantling of logs not 
necessary for the structures’ integrity. We removed 
two logs and discovered that the 10 ft. channel irons 
could be placed completely through the first and 
second floor with minimal Blockhouse lift and 
blocking. This was a major discovery and assists 
greatly in safely lifting the Blockhouse and moving it 
to a truck or trailer. There was an 8-log fence behind 
the Blockhouse that was dismantled and moved to the 
Museum grounds. It was then and there the discovery 
was made these logs were oak and were extra-
ordinarily heavy.  

Once on the grounds, we plan to reroof the building 
on the ground then lift it on top of the first floor. Plans 
for the interior include building a floor between the 
first and second section, a ladder to get to the second 
floor and cannon. 

The Kernochan Blockhouse 2010 Heavy Lift started 
with the idea that one of the Museum’s charges is to 
preserve notable buildings on the reservation. The 
Blockhouse has been singled out for several years 
and with permission from the Director of Camping, 
began the process of its move.  

John Romanovich, Bob Chiusano and Michael 
Herbert moved the Kernochan Blockhouse to the 
Museum picnic area on Thursday, May 20, 2010.   

We would like to recognize TMR Senior Ranger 
Jim Loeffel, Ranger Tom Hammer and other TMR 
Rangers who assisted in the Kernochan 
Blockhouse 2010 Heavy Lift. Not only in the 
disassembly of the Blockhouse, its transportation, 
and then the critical eye necessary for its 
reassembly, but for their outstanding support of the 
Museum in this venture. Jim operated the Skytrak 
10054, a 14-ton All Terrain Forklift with the skill of a 
surgeon. I am glad to report in over three days of 
work no one was hurt or even came close to any 
injury. Jim is "Master of His Terrain" behind the 
wheel of such equipment and if it wasn't for him, 
his capable Ranger Staff, and him being there 
when we needed him, this would have never have 
happened. 

Dick Neubeck 
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! HARVEY A. GORDON – T.M.R. BUILDER 

We are working on an exhibit for this summer on the 
life of Harvey A. Gordon, universally recognized as 
designer and builder of the Ten Mile River Scout 
Camps.  Mr. Gordon was also Chief Camp Director 
of the Kanohwahke Scout Camps during most of the 
1920s and was responsible for designing & building 
the 1937 National Jamboree in Washington, DC. 

James Gordon (Harvey Gordon’s grand nephew) 
provided us with many early photos of Mr. Gordon 
and his family for the display.   Mr. Gordon tells us 
that he plans to attend T.M.R. Alumni Day on July  
31, 2010.   

Early Years 

Harvey Alan Gordon, son of Oscar and Minnie 
Gordon, was born on January 19, 1884 on a farm 
near Raleigh, IN.  He graduated from the Raleigh 
High School, the Richmond, IN Commercial School 
and studied at the Wharton School of Commerce, 
University of Pennsylvania.   

Family Life 

Gordon married Bonna Rebecca Pritchard and 
had two sons: Richard O. Gordon (born circa 1909) 
and Robert A. Gordon.  They later divorced.   

Volunteer Scouter 

Gordon became Scoutmaster of Troop 42, 
Pittsburgh on March 27, 1913 and served as a 
member of the Pittsburgh Council Camp Committee.  
After moving to Philadelphia he served as 
Scoutmaster of Troop 15 and in various local 
volunteer positions: Deputy Commissioner, Senior 
Deputy Commissioner, Executive Committeeman of 
the Scoutmasters’ Round Table, and member of the 
Philadelphia Local Council.  Prior to entering 
Scouting professionally, he was an engineer for 
various railroad companies. 

Manhattan Council Executive 

In January 1917, Gordon entered professional 
service as Scout Executive of Manhattan Borough 
Council.  The New York Herald noted at the time 
that Gordon was an experienced outdoor man and 
hiker and built himself a log cabin with the same 
tools the pioneers used.  In March and June 1917, 
Mr. Gordon mobilized 1,400 Manhattan Scouts in 
Central Park, each time in less than three hours. 

In December 1917, Gordon was appointed Chief 
Field Executive of Philadelphia Council.  During the 
spring of 1918, he became Scout Executive of 
Philadelphia Council.  In March 1919, he raised 
$23,000 in a fundraising campaign in Shamokin and 
Coal Township, PA. 

Regional Service 

In April 1919, Gordon was appointed Deputy Field 
Commissioner of Region 3.  Over the following 
months he was promoted to Deputy Regional 
Executive and then Regional Executive of Region 3. 

Chief Camp Director - Kanohwahke Scout Camps  

In December 1919, while serving as Region 3 
Executive, Gordon was requested to take the position 
of Chief Camp Director and organize the multi-council 
camping operation on the Kanohwahke Lakes in 
Harriman State Park, then under National Council 
control.  In 1922, when the Boy Scout Foundation of 
Greater New York took over operation of the camps, 
they hired Mr. Gordon, who continued on as Chief 
Camp Director until 1928.  The Kanohwahke Scout 
Camps reached a maximum enrollment of 3,600 
campers by the 1928 season. 

On November 1, 1924, Gordon was elected Grand 
Scribe of the Grand Lodge of the Order of the Arrow, 
then meeting at the Kanohwanke Scout Camps.  The 
night before he was inducted into the Vigil Honor of 
the Order of the Arrow.  He was one of eleven 
individuals that received the B.S.A.’s Distinguished 
Service Award in 1940 (posthumously), the first year 
this recognition was given. 

In 1928, Gordon was appointed Director of 
Construction of the new Ten Mile River Scout Camps, 
which replaced the Kanohwanke Scout Camps in 
1930.  As Director of Construction, Gordon was 
responsible for the design and construction of the five 
original T.M.R. Borough Camps. According to the 
1930 U.S. Federal Census, both Harvey Gordon and 
his son, Richard O. Gordon resided in Tusten, NY, 
and were listed as construction engineers. 

In October 1929, Gordon notably ran for the 
position of Tusten Town Supervisor as a member of 
the Republican Party.    

National Service 

In July 1929, Gordon served as Chief 
Quartermaster of the B.S.A. contingent to the Third 
World Jamboree in Birkenhead, England.  As Chief 
Quartermaster, he was responsible for physical 
arrangements, including site design, equipment and 
food service.  Gordon played a similar role as Director 
of Physical Arrangements at the 1933 and 1937 World 
Jamborees. 

Following major completion of the Ten Mile River 
Scout Camps, in July 1930, Gordon was hired by 
National Council, B.S.A. as the first National Camp 
Engineer.  He personally inspected hundreds of 
camps and made recommendations for each.  Gordon 
standardized designs for camp layouts and many 
camp structures.  B.S.A. Councils were asked to send 

him contour maps of their 
properties and he suggested 
layouts for their new camps. 

In 1935, Gordon was 
promoted to National Director 
of the new Engineering 
Service. 

From late December 1934 to 
approximately October 1, 
1935, Gordon served as 
Director of Physical 
Arrangements for the 1935 
National Jamboree, in 
Washington, DC.  He was in 
charge of the layout, 
construction, and physical 
arrangements for 26,000 
persons, including plans for 
cooking, sanitation, handling of 
all equipment, creation of the 
trading posts and post office, 
transportation at camp, 
communications and camp security. The Jamboree 
was canceled on August 8, 1935, due to outbreaks of 
polio in the vicinity of Washington, DC.  Mr. Gordon 
was then responsible for breaking down the 
Jamboree site. 

From November 1936 - July 1937, Gordon led a 
46-person staff as Director of Physical Arrangements 
for the 1937 National Jamboree, in Washington, DC.  
At the time, it was the high point in the history of 
Scouting in the U.S., with 27,232 Scouts and 
Scouters attending.   

Harvey Gordon died in New York City on 
December 15, 1938 after a long illness.  He is buried 
next to his parents in Raleigh, Indiana, about 1! 
miles from where he was born. 

cards promoting the B.S.A. Anniversary Week 
recruiting campaign, advertising worth $100,000.  
In subsequent years, Collier placed colored cards 
during B.S.A. Anniversary Weeks, promoting Boys’ 
Life, plus provided billboard space and electric 
advertising signs.  In 1929, 60,000 car cards told 
the story of Scouting to more than 40 million riders 
each day. 

National Council, B.S.A. awarded Mr. Collier the 
Silver Buffalo in 1932.  Through Collier’s efforts, 
1937 Jamboree posters were displayed on 
subways, elevated lines, and railroad stations in 
N.Y.C., Baltimore, Washington and Philadelphia. 

At the time of his death, he also served as a 
member of the Finance Committee, Vice Chairman 
of the Health and Safety Committee, and a 
member of the Divisional Committee for the 
Operations Division and the Program Division. 

Death 

While in New York City, Collier died on March 13, 
1939 after a short illness and is buried in 
Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx.  At the time of 
his death he was president of 15 companies in 
Florida and New York, in the fields of advertising, 
hotels, telephone and telegraph, land development 
and improvement. 

Harvey A. Gordon 

Gordon with General Pershing & Scouts, 
 Kanohwahke Scout Camps, 1923 

Gordon with James E. West & Baden-Powell, 
1935 National Scout Jamboree inspection 

BARRON COLLIER 
Continued from Page 5 

By: David M. Malatzky 

archivist@tmrmuseum.org 
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WELCOME 2009 MEMBERS! 

Join the T.M.R. Scout Museum - Support 
the Ten Mile River Scout Museum by joining 
and keep informed about our latest 
acquisitions and special Museum activities.  
Give your time. The Museum needs 
enthusiastic, knowledgeable volunteers to 
help in many different ways. 
 
Ten Mile River Smoke Signals - T.M.R. 
Smoke Signals is the official publication of 
the Ten Mile River Scout Museum.  
Published two times each year, it is filled with 
articles on T.M.R. camp history, camp 
stories, the latest Museum and T.M.R. Alumni 
news. 
 
Levels-of-Giving - You can also support the 
Museum by donating to our “Levels-of-
Giving” program. You will receive all of the 
benefits of Museum membership and be 
recognized with an engraved metal plate with 
your name and the year, mounted on a 
plaque, prominently displayed in the 
Museum. 

Donations - Donations of T.M.R. and other 
Scouting memorabilia to the Museum by 
individuals like you are the main way the 
Museum grows. These include, but are not 
limited to: photos, color slides, 8-mm film, 
videos, patches, neckerchiefs, neckerchief 
slides, uniforms, banners, menus, paper items, 
etc. We can also photograph items and return 
them to you, or photograph notable items at 
your home. 
 
Ten Mile River Wall of Fame - Do you want to 
recognize some individual, group or 
organization for their contributions to the Ten 
Mile River Scout Camps and/or New York City 
Scouting. A custom-engraved tile on the 
T.M.R. Wall of Fame, located at the Ten Mile 
River Scout Museum, might be right for you. 
Once the tile is installed, a private or public 
recognition ceremony can be arranged, 
typically on T.M.R. Alumni Day in July. Tiles 
are available in a variety of sizes, colors and 
materials. Prices range from $100-$1,000 per 
tile. Laser-engraved granite tiles can depict 
photos, line art and small lettering. Profits from 

tile sales supports the Ten Mile River Scout 
Camps and the Ten Mile River Scout 
Museum. 
 
Become a member of the Ten Mile River 
Scout Museum and receive the following: 
 
1.  A membership card. 
2.  Two copies each year of the journal of the     
     Ten Mile River Scout Museum: T.M.R.   
     Smoke Signals. 
3.  A free ad of about 50 words in one issue  
     of T.M.R. Smoke Signals. 
4.  A free lunch on T.M.R. Alumni Day. 
5.  10% discount at the Museum shop (no  
      mail order). 
6.   A special Member's patch. 

Ten Mile River Scout Museum Membership Form 
Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City__________________________________________________________________ State _____ Zip _________________________ 
Telephone No._______________________________________________ E-mail Address ____________________________________ 
TMR Camp _____________________ Years ___ to___ Staff Position(s)__________________ 
 
Museum Dues enclosed (check one): 
[  ] $25 Membership 
Levels-of-Giving (includes Membership) 
[  ] $50 Donor 
[  ] $100 Friend 
[  ] $250 Patron 
[  ] $500 Benefactor 
[  ] $1,000 Leadership 
 
Credit Card #: _______________ – _______________ – _______________ _______________ Expiration ______________ 
I authorize Greater New York Councils, Boy Scouts of America to debit my credit card account in the amount indicated above and credit the 
Greater New York Councils, B.S.A. 
Signature _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make check or money order out to the "Greater New York Councils, B.S.A."  Write account #1-2306-723-00 in the memo part of the check and 
mail to: Ten Mile River Scout Museum c/o Greater New York Councils, Boy Scouts of America 350 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10118-0199. 
350 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10118-0199. 

[  ] $_____ Money donation enclosed.  
 
I can help out in the following ways: 
[  ] Audio-visual [  ] Computers [  ] Displays [  ] Other_____________________ 
[  ] I want to donate T.M.R./Scouting Memorabilia. 
[  ] Send me a tile order form for the Ten Mile River Wall of Fame  

John J. Boitano 
Joseph P. Bohn 
Dwain W. Smith 

JOIN THE TEN MILE RIVER 
SCOUT MUSEUM 



!

Readers. . .We want you to donate ANY 
type of Scout Memorabilia for the Museum 
store…uniforms, mugs, patches, 
neckerchiefs, books, "anything Scouting" 
that you have laying around the attic or 
basement.  Money raised from sales will 
go towards the upkeep of the Museum.  
We have had considerable success over 
the past three years selling memorabilia, 
from our humble tables to the Museum 
store at T.M.R. and patch sales at West 
Point.  Anything and everything Scouting 
can be used to help us raise money to help 
offset our phone bills, alarm system and 
repairs.   

Items that can be mailed should be sent to 
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Joseph Rosario Rodolico was a Ten Mile River 
Scout for many years, first arriving in TMR in 1940 
and then serving on the TMR Staff at Brooklyn 
Division IV/Camp Ihpetonga in 1948. 

Joe Rod was a member of Troop 265, Brooklyn, 
and during his tenure as Scout, junior leader, 
senior leader, and member of the Troop 
Committee, he served his home unit and its Scouts 
in a variety of positions. But what Joe Rod is most 
remembered for is his artistic ability. As the official 
Troop artist, he drew hundreds of sketches and 
created dozens of watercolor and oil paintings 
depicting his fellow Scouts at work and at play 
within the environs of the merry greenwood that is 
Ten Mile River. 

 Joe Rod was 
born in Sicily. His 
family immigrated 
to Puerto Rico, 
and finally to the 
U.S. As a young 
boy, Joe 
contracted 
rheumatic fever, 
an illness that 
would plague him the rest of his life and finally 
cause his death. His malady left him weaker than 
his fellows, and often his buddies would carry his 
pack, but his debility never deterred him from going 
camping with the guys. And he'd sit and draw and 
paint for hours. He was not fit enough to pursue his 
Eagle, but he loved the woods and camping. 

 In the late 1960's, Joe's heart began to cause 
him real trouble, an awful result of his rheumatic 
fever. He went for an examination and was told he 
needed the attention of a heart specialist. Dr. 
Michael DeBakey was a pioneer in heart surgery 
and based in Houston, Texas. Joe went to 
Houston, and Dr. DeBakey operated on Joe, but 
too much time had gone by, and Joe's heart was 
too weak to be repaired. Joe died in Houston, but 
his memory lives on among the Scouts of Troop 
265. 

 At a Troop Committee meeting, someone 
suggested the Troop do something to memorialize 
Joe Rod. Erecting a flagpole in his memory was 
the idea the committee decided was best.  And so 
a flagpole was placed in front of the Kunatah dining 
hall. On it was a plaque that declared: In Memory 
of Joseph R. Rodolico, who spent his most 
memorable summers at TMR. Dedicated by Troop 
265, Brooklyn, August 1972. 

 Kunatah has closed, but anyone who treads 
Kunatah trails, if he or she listens in silence, can 
hear the cheering and the singing that echoes 
down through the years in the Place of the High 
Hemlock, and Joe Rod's voice will definitely be 
heard among them. So it was decided that the 
Kunatah flagpole should, for posterity, stand 
proudly in front of the Ten Mile River Museum. 

JOE RODOLICO & THE 
CAMP KUNATAH 

FLAGPOLE  
By: Sal Poidomani 

Joseph Rodolico Plaque 

SS: Probably most important: What jobs did you 
have at summer camp?  

GS:  I worked on the Camp Aquehonga Staff from 
1998 to 2000. I've served as a National Camping 
School Certified Shooting Sports Director, Field 
Sports Administrator, Scoutcraft Director and Back-
up Emergency Medical Technician. 

In 2001 and 2002, I worked at Camp Keowa. In 
2001 I was the Scoutcraft Director, Provisional Asst. 
Scoutmaster and in 2002 Mountain Bike Director. 
The present Camp Keowa Program Director John 
Restrepo, was one of my Provo Scouts in 2001. It's 
true "Scouting creates Tomorrows Leaders"!  

In recent years during my days off from my job in 
the City, I spend my time as a volunteer with the 
Camp Aquehonga staff. I help out on the Ranges as 
I'm still a Certified Shooting Sports Director and 
EMT. I also volunteer on the Wilderness 
Engineering weekends to get TMR open for the 
Season. 

Of all the positions I've served as a member of the 
Camp Staff as you may have guessed, I enjoyed 
the Range the most. 

SS: Were you a camper at TMR?   

GS: My boyhood Troop went camping for one week 
at Camp Keowa 1977 to 1984. In '84', I missed a 
great opportunity to work at Keowa as a Sailing 
Instructor. C'est La Vie! 

I went camping for two weeks at Camp Aquehonga 
as an Asst. Scoutmaster with Troop 76 in Brooklyn 
from 1990 to 1997. 

SS: What changes (good or bad) have you noticed 
(both at TMR and Aquehonga) during your tenure? 

GS: Having been a camper as a youth and adult at 
TMR, I can pinpoint two noticeable changes. There 
are less camps and less Scouts. For this great 
place to continue, we must all endeavor to get more 
Scouts to camp!  You can help! 

SS: What Scouting Awards have you received?  

GLEN SCHNEIDER 
Continued from Page 1 

GS: As a Scout I earned Ner Tamid and The Arrow 
of Light. As an adult I've been awarded the Silver 
Beaver. I'm Woodbadge trained, a James E. West 
Fellow and a member of the Brooklyn Heritage 
Society. 

SS: Away from camp, are you still involved in 
Scouting? What do you do for a living in the Real 
World? 

GS: I remain involved in Scouting, serving Troop 76 
as a Committee Member and Board of Review 
Chairman. On the District level, I am the Lenape Bay 
Camping Chairman. On the Council Level, I am a 
member of the GNYC Camping Committee and the 
newly forming Shooting Sports Committee. 

I'm a Tower Operator with NYC Transit, we keep 
NYC moving. In this position I am responsible for the 
safe movement of up to 10 trains at one time (like an 
Air Traffic Controller). Tower Operators keep trains 
on schedule, switch tracks, reroute trains, monitor 
and communicate with train crews. We call for 
emergency services and at times may make in-
station announcements. It's a position I enjoy and 
very few days are the same. 

I also am on-call with the National Disaster Medical 
System, Disaster Medical Assistance Team NY-2. 
Under the U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services. 
We have Military Reserve Status and are civilians 
with the DoD. 

My team and I have been deployed to Hurricanes 
Katrina, Frances, Ivan and many others. Members of 
my team were deployed to Haiti as well. I serve as an 
EMT and like camp staff everyone works together to 
get the job done! 

SS: Do you have any other volunteer activities 
besides Scouting? 

GS: I am a NYPD, Auxiliary Police Lieutenant; Forest 
Hills Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Lieutenant; New 
York Rescue Response Team, Captain and a 
Member of the Navy League of the United States. 

Wanted: Your Old Scout Memorabilia 
For Our Museum Store 

Sal Poidomani is the 2010 Camp Aquehonga 

Director. 

Frank Mullane, Memorabilia Chairman, at 
his address, below: 
 
Mr. Frank Mullane  
217 Kell Ave. 
Staten Island, NY 10314 
 
If you have something "bulky" that you 
would like picked up, we can arrange one of 
our members to visit.  Call Frank at 718-
698-2315 to arrange a pickup or send an 
email to TheTrader112@aol.com. 
 
If you plan on visiting camp this summer on 
the 100th Anniversary of Scouting (July 
31st), items may be dropped off at the 
Museum as well. 
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The TMR Museum, 
surprisingly enough to me, 
did not originally have the 
1965 Kunatah Staff picture 
in its Archive of Staff 
Photos.  I was proud to be 
able to supply it, because I 
was on that Staff, as 
Nature 
Conservationist/troop counselor, and Brendan 
Sheedy was Director.  Then I thought, why did the 
site have all kinds of other staff pictures but not 
this one?  Looking at the picture I noticed that 
Norman Russakoff was not in the picture, and that 
brought a whole lot of memories up.  Norman was 
not in that Staff picture, but he was on that Staff.  
The day it was taken he was in the Health Lodge. 

 Back then a number of us from summer camp 
also worked together in the Order of the Arrow 
during the year, in the city.  For me that was 
mostly in the Rit and Regalia team from 
Suanhacky Lodge.  So when we got to camp and 
Norm got sick, for amusement, I made up a  
‘Medicine stick” all carved into totems and 
decorated with feathers, tin cones and bits of fur. 
When he got back to camp from the Health Lodge 
I went over with a drum and rattles, chanted and 
danced and stuck the stick into the ground in front 
of his lean-to.  For whatever reason or thru 
whatever means he recovered and the stick, now 
dubbed ‘The Sacred Stick of the Kunatah’ ended 
up lying around the staff lounge. 

 That year was a good year 
for me, I got to do a lot of 
things I really enjoyed 
teaching.  I did demonstrations 
of knots, splices, pioneering 
and the whole range of scout 
skills, cooking on a campfire 
with a Dutch Oven, even 
cooking on rocks leaves and 
sticks.  I also led hikes down to 
Mahl’s Pond and would give 
instructions on survival techniques.  My idea was 
always to teach a few techniques so that the 
scouts could learn them and then in the future, if, 
in the unlikely event they were hopelessly lost in 
the woods they could use the techniques to lighten 
their load. 

 As hard as we all worked back then, we did get 
days off occasionally.  And it was during one of 
these ill-timed days off that it came to pass that 
Norman gave the survival hike.  He, however, did 
not teach it the way I did, but rather got them all 
fired up and hot to actually go on a survival hike! 
So when I got back from my day off, which I 
probably just flittered away, walking to the Yulan 
laundry carrying my clothes bag, I was confronted 
by the fact that one of the larger Provisional units 
wanted to go on a survival hike. 

 Fortunately because my presence was required 
in camp, I was not going to have to actually lead 
the hike, just help their leaders plan it.  We worked 
it out that they would be going down to the Pines, 
which is a nice place for almost any kind of camp 

out. In those days there was that great artesian well, 
and the TMR flowed into the Delaware right there. 
The leadership would stay in one of the lean-to’s 
and would have real food and cooking utensils. Any 
scout who did not feel he could continue could just 
go over and be “out” of the survival hike.   The 
Scouts however, were going to have to build 
primitive shelters and find whatever food they could 
gather.  They could bring their toilet articles, 
sleeping bags, and whatever knives they wanted, 
but that was about it.  This was in the days when 
almost every Scout had some kind of large bowie 
knife lying around the bottom of his trunk just 
waiting for an opportunity like this, to strap it on their 
leg and go into the great wilderness... 

 The day of the survival hike arrived.  As I 
remember it there was not a cloud in the sky.  Clear 
blue and moderately warm, it all looked great.  The 
troop lined up by patrols, and just before they 
marched out I brought out that old ‘The Sacred Stick 
of the Kunatah’ and presented it to the senior patrol 
leader with suitable ceremony and instructions to 
carry it proudly.  I went off to do something else and 
it wasn’t 45 minutes later when the heavens opened 
with amounted to a two hour long violent 
thunderstorm. It was one of those serious 
thunderstorms we would get at Kunatah once in a 
while, something about the mountains and the river, 
whatever, but anybody who was ever at Kunatah 
will understand. 

 During and after the storm I tried to make myself 
fairly scarce, because I knew what Brendan was 
going to do, but he got me at supper time: “Jake, 
after supper, go on down to the Pines and check on 
that unit.”  Well, I was done, I knew it.  Even after 
the rain stops the woods will continue to drip and 
water will run off the trees. 

 When I got down to the Pines, however, I was 
totally unprepared for what I saw.  It appeared that 
the storm had caught them on the way down the hill. 
There had been a lot of slipping and sliding, until 
they finally got up to the Pines. I could see that 
there had been some efforts to make shelters, but I 
could not get over the impression that it looked like 
there had been a shipwreck.  They had managed to 
procure a fairly large supply of green apples from 
somewhere and quite a few blue berries, so they 
were not going to starve, but they might have died 
of exposure unless we could get a few fires going. 

 One scout was sitting there with a box of stick 
matches, mechanically striking them one at a time 
and holding them against damp and soggy logs, 
until they went out. I told him that he needed dry 
kindling and he said where do I get that, so I told 

him just to gather up the spent matchsticks and 
soon he had a decent fire going. 

 About that time I had an idea, and I asked a 
Scout for his sheath knife, which I threw at one of 
the many chipmunks that were scampering about 
the area.  Please, remember, that was a long time 
ago, and I would never even think about such a 
thing now, but back then it seemed like a good 
idea. Of course I did not manage to bag a 
chipmunk, but for the next few hours it was not 
safe to have your feet on the ground or even close 
to the ground, what with all the Scouts flinging 
bowie knives at the small rodent population of the 
Pines. None of the chipmunks, however, was 
foolish enough to get nailed, so there was no meat 
that night for scouts. 

 By the time I made sure all the scouts had 
adequate shelter, a few fish traps and whatever 
else I could help with, the Scoutmasters had a 
good fire going and were cooking a stew for 
themselves and for anyone else who decided to 
give up the “Survival Hike.”  I must say that the 
aroma of the cooking food made it even worse for 
the Scouts who had already suffered thru a bad 
rainstorm and a dinner of mostly green apples 
seasoned with blueberries (and whatever candy 
bars they smuggled along).  But I do not think any 
of them gave up and sold out for a bowl of stew... 
On my part, assured of their safety I went back up 
the trail to Kunatah. 

 The next morning I had 
instructions to go back 
down to the Pines and 
check on that troop again. 
When I got there I could not 
believe my eyes. One of the 
Patrols had managed to 
find a rabbit.  It had been hit 
by a car and had a broken 
leg. To my amazement the 
Scouts had bandaged its 
leg and were feeding it their dwindling supply of 
green apples!  Well it did not take me long to skin, 
gut and skewer that rabbit and have it on a fire.  Of 
course this was accompanied by “yew’s” and 
‘Yucks!” which continued just about until the dead 
rabbit on a stick started turning into ‘food’.  Then 
the patrol that owned it made a circle around the 
campfire, licking their lips until the rabbit was done. 
Interestingly enough there was another ring of 
Scouts from another patrol, perhaps expecting that 
there might be leftovers from 8 scouts eating one 
skinny rabbit… A third patrol made another wider 
circle, perhaps they were aspiring to lick the stick 
the rabbit was cooked on. 

 So the Survival hike to the Pines was about 
done.  After a while the Scouts were going to make 
their way back to Kunatah, but just before a 
celebratory trip to Bob Landers’ and some well-
deserved hamburgers and fries.  I told them I was 
proud of them, that all had done well and, one 
more thing, I added, before you put out your fires, 
burn that Sacred stick of the Kunatah! 

THE SURVIVAL HIKE TO THE PINES 
By: Jake Pontillo 

Jakepontillo@yahoo.co

The Pines 

Jake Pontillo is the 2010 TMR Scoutcraft 
Adviser.  Jake will be helping out training 
Scouts in Scout craft and Scout Skills.!

Jake Pontillo 
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The TMR Wall of Fame 
Do you want to recognize some individual, group or organization for their contributions 

to the Ten Mile River Scout Camps and/or New York City Scouting?  A custom-engraved 
tile on the TMR Wall of Fame might be right for you. 

The TMR Wall of Fame is located at the Ten Mile River Scout Museum, Headquarters 
Camp, Ten Mile River Scout Camps.  It consists of two parts: 

The T.M.R. Monument - A monument to all 20 T.M.R. camps that operated since 1928.  
Each tile includes the camp name, Unit and Division names, years of operation and 
traditional camp logo. On the reverse side is an engraved T.M.R. Map, depicting all of 
the T.M.R. Camps, trails and local landmarks. 

The Memorial Wall - Personalized tiles recognizing some individual, group or 
organization for their contributions to the Ten Mile River Scout Camps and/or New York 
City Scouting. 

Once the tile is installed a private or public recognition ceremony can be arranged, 
typically on T.M.R. Alumni Day each July.  Tiles are available in a variety of sizes, colors 
and materials.  Prices range from $100-$1,000 per tile.  Laser-engraved granite tiles can 
depict photos, line art and even small lettering. 

Profits from tile sales support the Ten Mile River Scout Camps and the Ten Mile River 
Scout Museum.  For complete tile order information mail in the query form below.  

Please send me custom-engraved tile order information for the TMR Wall of Fame. 
Name________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City_________________________ State________ Zip_______________ 
Telephone_______________________________ E-Mail Address_____________________________ 
 
Mail to:  TMR Wall of Fame, c/o David M. Malatzky, 2332 Holland Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10467. 
!

by members of the Museum Board and the 
G.N.Y.C. professional staff to pull it off. 

It all started during the 2009 T.M.R. Alumni Day 
weekend when I discussed the feasibility of the 
show with Board member Jesse Metz.  Jesse is 
Mr. Perillo’s close friend and accompanied him to 
the 2006 National Order of the Arrow Conference 
when Mr. Perillo displayed his paintings at the 
invitation of the O.A.  In August, I met with Jesse 
and Mr. Perillo at his beautiful home in Staten 
Island to discuss the Museum show.   

I learned that, although Mr. Perillo is over eighty 
years old, he still paints every day.  A very 
successful artist, Mr. Perillo now “pays back” for 
his success by supporting non-profit organizations, 
mainly on Staten Island.  In recent years, paintings 

that he donated to Staten Island non-profits have 
been sold for as much as $30,000. 

Mr. Perillo was very generous to permit us to 
display his paintings at the Museum this summer.  
The only catch was that he wanted his paintings 
insured, and this was something that we didn’t know 
anything about.  It was somewhat frightening at first.  
Where would we get the insurance?  How much 
would it cost?  Could we afford it?  Eventually, 
through the efforts of G.N.Y.C. Director of Camping 
Bob Madsen, we were able to obtain an affordable 
insurance policy to cover the show. 

The general proposal for the Perillo show was 
approved at the September 21, 2010 Museum 
Board meeting.  Final Board approval came much 
later, after we were able to confirm the availability of 
affordable insurance.  However, the insurance 
company required an appraisal of the 14 paintings.  
Again, the questions came up. Where could we get 
the paintings appraised?  Could we afford it?  Board 
member Bob Chiusano worked closely with Jesse, 
Mr. Perillo and his appraiser in New Mexico to 
obtain the necessary appraisal. 

The valuation of the 14 paintings far exceeds the 
replacement cost of the Museum building and its 
normal contents.  This was something new to us, 
having items of such great monetary value in the 
Museum.  It was also a considerable liability risk to 
the Museum and to G.N.Y.C.  While we had the 

insurance policy, Chairman Gene Berman also 
insisted that a proper and legally binding 
agreement be written up between the Museum, 
G.N.Y.C. and Mr. Perillo, holding us harmless in 
case of any damage to the 14 paintings. 

While the Perillo show is certainly unusual for us, 
it’s an excellent opportunity to draw new visitors to 
the Museum. The show supports a little-known 
purpose of the Museum: to act as a public face for 
T.M.R. and generate good will in the local region. 

I urge you all to see the Gregory Perillo show this 
summer at the Ten Mile River Scout Museum. It 
will definitely be worth the visit. 

INDIAN ART SHOW 
Continued from Page 1 

“A View from Staten Island to Brooklyn” 

David Malatzky is no art critic but he likes 

Gregory Perillo’s work. 

“The Teacher” 

T.M.R. SMOKE SIGNALS | Spring 2010  13!
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Promotion.  Kernochan 
had a section as 
Chairman of the Activities 
Committee.  Other 
individuals associated 
with  with N.Y.C. Scouting 
were also mentioned:  Dr. 
C. Ward Crampton, Lewis 
Gawtry and  Lorne W. 
Barclay.  

The Reports also 
thoroughly document the 
annual Roosevelt 
pilgrimages to Oyster Bay, 
LI, led by Dan Beard, 
National Scout 
Commissioner.  N.Y.C. 
Silver Beaver recipients 
and  representatives to 
the National Council are 
listed. 

The 1933 Report 
describes a visit by James 
E. West to a C.C.C. camp 
at Fort Leavenworth, KS 
and his subsequent telegraph to President 
Roosevelt about it.  F.D.R. referred to West’s 
remarks in his speech on the C.C.C. at Camp 
Man, T.M.R. on August 23, 1933, also in the 
Report.  There is a special report on the National 
Good Turn to collect clothing, household 
furnishings, and other articles.  There is an article 
on efforts by National Council, B.S.A. to organize 
Troops sponsored by Jewish Institutions in the 
vicinity of N.Y.C.   Bronx Council had two pages 
detailing service provided by Bronx Scouts.     

The 1934 Report 
includes a memoriam to 
George D. Pratt, National 
B.S.A. Treasurer and the 
first Brooklyn Council 
President.  Harold K. 
Whitford, Scoutmaster of 
Troop 471 and 472, 
Manhattan Borough 
Council, received the 
Hornaday gold medal for 
distinguished services to 
wildlife.  Mr. Whitford’s 
accomplishments in the field of conservation 
covered 1 1/2  pages. 

The 1935 Report detailed the aftermath of the 
canceled 1935 National Jamboree, mainly in 
Harvey Gordon’s section as Director of the 
Engineering Service.  Baden-Powell’s visit to New 
York City is noted, including his luncheon at the 
Waldorf Astoria.  There is a short article on the 
ninety-eagle Scout honor guard for President 
Roosevelt when he participated in the dedication 
of the N.Y.S. Roosevelt Memorial at the American 
Museum of Natural History on January 19th.  The 
Report documents the organization of a 
Metropolitan conference of Jewish organizations to 
promote the Scouting program among Jewish 
boys in and near N.Y.C. 

The 1936 Report includes memoriams for 
Justice Frederic Kernochan and Dr. William T. 
Hornaday, both whom passed away.  There is a 
full page on conservation efforts by the Kips Bay 

Boy Scouts. There is a report on an intensive 
program to develop Scouting among Jewish youth in 
the five boroughs.  The increase in the number of 
N.Y.C. Troops under police sponsorship is noted. 

The 1937 Report includes 
a memoriam for Hermann 
Merkel, who played a role in 
designing T.M.R. and 
Charles Hayden, whose 
foundation largely paid for 
the initial development of 
Alpine Scout Camp.  The 
development of the Ten Mile 
River Trail is noted.  There is 
extensive information on the 
1937 National Jamboree. 
The Director of Physical 
Arrangements, Harvey A. 
Gordon and Chief Commissary Quartermaster, 
William A. Stumpp are listed.  Harvey Gordon’s 
report documents all of the construction work 
required for the Jamboree.   A special guide service 
was arranged for Troops visiting N.Y.C. either 
before or after the Jamboree and special 
sightseeing tours were arranged at reduced rates. 

The 1938 Report 
mentions the book 
“America’s Answer!” 
originally published by 
the Boy Scout 
Foundation of Greater 
New York, and later 
republished, with 
some modifications, 
by National Council, 
B.S.A.  The book 
depicts pictorially the 
contrast between 
Scouting activities and 
the activities of youth organizations in the dictator 
countries in war-torn Europe.  Plans for the 1939-
1940 New York World’s Fair Boy Scout Service 
Camp are detailed.  The Report includes memoriam 
for both Harvey A. Gordon and Barron Collier.  The 
work of the Jewish Committee on Scouting for 
N.Y.C. is explained in detail. 

In the 1939 Report, James E. West complements 
Lewis Gawtry, B.S.A. Treasurer and former 
Manhattan Council President.  There is extensive 
detail on the 1939 New York World’s Fair Boy Scout 
Service Camp, including attendance, major events, 
services rendered, and promotion opportunities.  A 
report on the National Council meeting at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel noted the large number of 
local Scouters on the reception committee. 

The 1940 Report includes six consecutive pages 
on the 1940 New York World’s Fair Boy Scout 
Service Camp.  There is a separate report on Boy 
Scout Day at the New York World’s Fair on June 
22nd.  William H. Pouch had his own section as 

chairman of the Editorial Service.  There is almost 
a full page on the work of the Jewish Committee 
on Scouting in N.Y.C.  (553 pgs.) 

New York Herald Boy Scout Articles (1915-
1920)  

From Oct. 3, 1915 – Jan. 23, 1920, the New 
York Herald had a regular weekly article on the 
B.S.A., mostly three columns wide.  It covered 
Scouting in New York City with great detail.  New 
Jersey Scouting was also covered, but less so.  
This is our best and most detailed source on 
N.Y.C. Scouting during this period.  The coverage 
was always positive and even enthusiastic at 
times.  Most of the articles included 2-3 large 
photos, frequently giving us the only photos we 
have of the pioneers of N.Y.C. Scouting. 

Some articles profiled Troops with nicknames 
like the “Busy Bee” Troop or the “International” 
Troop.  They typically described long hikes and 
campouts, sometimes on Hunter’s Island or 
Commissioner Lorillard Spencer’s estate, both in 
the Bronx.   

Troop 21 was praised for their expertise in the 
use of wireless radio and bridge building 
(10/31/15).  “The Cardinal’s Own” Troop 3 is noted 
for their 4-5 day hikes, carrying just their shelter 
and cooking utensils (11/21/15).  Nine of the 
Scouts in the “Lighthouse” Troop 115 were totally 
blind, but still 
participated in the 
Scouting program 
(01/09/16). The 
“Melting Pot” Troop 
174 from P.S. 24, 
Manhattan had 
members from many 
European countries.  
Troop 177, The 
Bronx, with 
Scoutmaster William 
A. Stumpp, went on a fifteen-mile hike into 
Westchester  County (02/27/16). 

Some articles documented significant events 
and trends in national and local Scouting history.  
The 10/10/15 article characterized the Boy Scout 
movement as important to the Nation’s defense.  
Manhattan Troops were involved in eradicating 
polio campaigns (07/23/16, 08/27/16).  

About this time, the five N.Y.C. Borough 
Councils were first organized, along with the 
“Advisory Committee” under Judge Franklin C. 
Hoyt, to deal with fundraising and citywide 
Scouting issues.  The 12/05/15 issue of the Herald 
describes the first big fundraising drive by the 
Advisory Committee to raise $200,000.  

Organized summer camps on Hunter’s Island 
and the Kanohwahke Scout Camps were well 
covered.  The Hunter’s Island Camp in Pelham 
Bay Park, The Bronx was described as “The 
Mecca of Boy Scouts” (04/16/16, 06/04/16).  
Representatives of the five boroughs first visited 
the Kanohwahke Lakes to select their campsites 

RECENT ACQUISITIONS 
Continued from Page 16 

Continued on Page 15 

Mortimer L. Schiff 

Frederic Kernochan 

George D. Pratt 

Hermann Merkel 

America’s Answer 

William A. Stumpp, 1916 

New York Herald, 04/16/16 

New York World’s Fair Service Camp 
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(03/11/17).  Manhattan Council’s Camp Spencer 
was profiled (08/25/18) and all the N.Y.C. camps 
on the Kanohwahkee Lakes were profiled 
(07/20/19). 

Several events 
significant in the 
early history of 
N.Y.C. Scouting 
were covered in 
detail.  4,000 City 
Scouts rallied at 
the 71st 
Regiment Armory 
in Manhattan, 
entertaining 
Governor Charles S. Whitman (04/30/16).  The 
newly organized Bronx Council acquired the 
mansion in Franz Sigel Park for their headquarters 
(06/11/16).  Sea Scouting is organized in N.Y.C. 
(09/03/16, 08/12/17).    Five Scouts, representing 
the five boroughs personally deliver to President 
Wilson a petition signed by 8,000 Scouts, inviting 
him to a N.Y.C. rally (12/31/16).     

G. Henry 
Nesslage is 
appointed 
Manhattan Council 
Executive 
(12/30/17).  The new 
Manhattan Scout 
headquarters is 
acquired (01/20/18).  
2,000 City Scouts 
hiked to Lorillard 
Spencer’s estate in 
the Bronx (03/10/18).  N.Y.C. Scouts worked in fire 
prevention (04/21/18).  Baden-Powell was cheered 
by 20,000 Scouts at a Madison Square Garden 
rally (05/18/19). 

The 01/21/17 issue profiled 
the three new Borough 
Executives: Harvey A. Gordon 
(Manhattan), William S. 
Stewart (Richmond) and John 
D’Antonio (The Bronx).   

Some articles described 
N.Y.C. Boy Scout involvement 
in World War I.  War gardens 
were a favorite topic (10/29/16, 
05/06/17, 05/20/17, 05/27/17, 
09/09/17, 05/12/18); also 
Liberty Bond campaigns 
(06/03/17, 06/17/17, 10/21/17, 
08/18/18), 09/15/18).   

President Wilson requested 
Scouts to distribute literature 
as “Official Dispatch Bearers” 
(01/06/18).  The most amazing 
headline was “Boy Scouts of 
America await call to replace 
State Militia,” following a 
mobilization of Manhattan 
Scouts in Central Park by Manhattan Borough 
Executive Harvey A. Gordon (08/19/17). (210 pgs.) 

Local Newspaper Articles (1929-1935)  

These include articles from the Narrowsburg 
News (1929-30) and the Delaware Valley News 
(1930-35), mostly about the Ten Mile River Scout 

Camps and the Ten Mile River Civilian Conservation 
Corp Camp. 

Scouts arriving at T.M.R. (for both summer and 
winter camp) was big news in the local papers.  An 
article in the 06/18/29 Narrowsburg News profiled 
the Brooklyn Camp and the 1,000-1,200 City youth 
that would arrive the following Monday.  The unique 
feeding system at the Brooklyn Camps is described 
in detail (06/28/29). 

Scout switchboard operators at the Bronx and 
Brooklyn Camps are considered newsworthy (07/29) 
as is a banquet by the Camp Ranachqua staff at 
Peggy Runaway Lodge (08/29). 

Visits by Governors and Presidents to T.M.R. 
were always big news. Governor Franklin D. 
Roosevelt visited T.M.R. in 
1929 and 1930 (07/12/29, 
08/09/29, 08/16/29, 08/30, 
08/22/30, 09/29/30).  
Probably the biggest news 
in local history was the visit 
by President Roosevelt to 
Camp Man, T.M.R. on 
August 23, 1933 (08/18/33, 
08/25/33).  Governor 
Herbert Lehman visited 
T.M.R. on August 16, 1934 
(08/03/34, 08/17/34). 

Harvey A. Gordon, 
famous for designing and 
building T.M.R., repeatedly 
appeared in print and 
apparently was on good 
terms with the local paper.  
Of particular interest are 
articles describing Mr. 
Gordon’s 1929 run for the 
position of Town of Tusten 
Supervisor on the 
Republican ticket 
(10/04/29, 11/29).  There is 
a great political ad in the 
10/10/29 Narrowsburg 
News, with a photo of Mr. Gordon and the text “The 
Man Who Knows How and Has the Reputation of 
Making Things Happen.”   

The 11/01/29 Narrowsburg News mentioned 
discussions with Mr. Gordon regarding the 
possibility that the 1933 World Jamboree would be 
held at T.M.R. (01/11/29).   Mr. Gordon also 
described the 1929 World Jamboree in England, 
which he attended as Chief Quartermaster of the 
B.S.A. contingent (11/01/29).  The Narrowsburg 
News also published a report distributed by Mr. 
Gordon, listing construction work completed at 
T.M.R. over the previous two seasons (12/29). 

Mr. Gordon’s departure to become National Camp 
Engineer is covered in two articles (06/30, 

07/11/30).  On 08/22/32, Mr. Gordon visited Camp 
Aquehonga and described in detail how the camp 
was constructed (05/27/32).   Mr. Gordon’s work 
constructing the 1935 National Jamboree merited 
an article (03/29/35). 

Winter camps at Camps Ranachqua and 
Aquehonga are described as are winter camps in 
subsequent years (12/29, 01/09/31). 

The National Camp School at Camp Ranachqua, 
May 20 - 26, 1930 is covered by the Delaware 
Valley News (02/28/30, 05/30, 05/16/30). 

Red Cross Life Saving and First Aid Institutes at 
Camp Brooklyn, June 18-28, 1930 and June 17-
27, 1931 merited articles (06/06/30, 06/26/31). 

All five T.M.R. borough camps are profiled in a 
detailed 2-column article (08/08/30). 

The article “Chief Stumpp Tells of Beauties of 
Ranachqua Over Radio” described the talk that 
Bronx Borough Executive William A. Stumpp gave 
over Station WBNX, “The Voice of the Bronx,” on 
Tuesday, April 21, 1931 (05/01/31).  It appears that 
there was more coverage of Camp Ranachqua in 
the local papers than the other T.M.R. Camps.  For 
example, the 06/05/31 Delaware Valley News 
included a large article listing the entire 1931 
Camp Ranachqua staff.  The Camp Ranachqua 
newsletter, the Nianque News, was printed by the 
same printer that published the Narrowsburg News 
and the Delaware Valley News. 

David Gordon, a Scout at the Brooklyn Camps, 
had a regular column in the Delaware Valley 
News, with the title “Scout News” (08/31, 
08/14/31). 

The Boy Scout Foundation of Greater New York 
held its annual meeting at T.M.R. on 08/28/31. 
This included the dedication of the Zumi Trail 
(08/07/31).  The script of the pageant, “The Return 
of Chingachgook,” presented by Chief Stumpp at 
Camp Ranachqua for the Foundation meeting, is 
printed in its entirety (05/27/32). 

Plans for the regional conference of the Order of 
the Arrow at Camp Ranachqua, October 11-13, 
1930 are described (10/03/30, 10/22/30). 

The visit to T.M.R. by 
Sea Scout and Antarctic 
Explorer, Paul Siple on 
August 10-12, 1931 was 
big news (08/31). 

Starting with the 
10/06/33 issue of the 
Delaware Valley News, 
there is extensive 
coverage of the Ten Mile 
River Civilian 
Conservation Corp 
(C.C.C.) Camp, located 
on Turnpike Lake, where the T.M.R. Headquarters 
Camp staff cabins are today.  Coverage of 
construction started with the 10/20/33 issue, 
followed by the arrival of the first workers a month 
later.  Starting with the 11/13/31 issue there is a 
regular column covering news from the C.C.C. 
camp, later called “C.C.C. Camp Notes.”  The 
January 1934 issue described fire lines being 
constructed over the T.M.R. property. (98 pgs.) 

RECENT ACQUISITIONS 
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G. Henry Nesslage 

Delaware Valley News, 8/22/30 

Governor Roosevelt 

Harvey Gordon,  
8/9/17!

Bronx Council HQ 

Harvey Gordon, 
Narrowsburg News, 

10/10/29 

Delaware Valley News, 5/1/31 

Paul A. Siple 
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Museum Web Site News 

By: David M. Malatzky 

archivist@tmrmuseum.org 

Welcome back to my column.  On the web site 
http://tmrmuseum.org be sure to click on Museum 
News for the latest Museum photos, upcoming 
events and publications.  Here are some recent 
additions to Museum News: 
 
1. Barron Collier & NYC Scouting Exhibit 
2. T.M.R. Alumni Day 2010 Flyer 
3. T.M.R. – BSA 100th Anniversary Celebration 

Flyer 
 
For the latest additions to the Museum archives, 
go to tmrmuseum.org/archive/newstuff.html. 

I received loads of new paper since the last issue 
of T.M.R. Smoke Signals.  Keep it coming in!  
Here are the latest additions to the Museum’s 
online archives: tmrmuseum.org/archive: 

1. Camp Aquehonga (Old) - Paper (1943-46), 
Photos - July 1944, July 1946, 1957. Other 
Photos. Mayor O'Dwyer Visit - 1945, 1946.  

Troop 9 - 14-Mi Hike to Split Rock (July 1944), 
Hike to Dry Pond (July 1944), Split Rock Hike 
(July 1946).    

2. Camp Kernochan - Protestant Chapel - Van 
Sicklen Memorial. 

3. Camp Ranachqua (Old) - Photos - 1935, 1936, 
1937, 1939. 

4. T.M.R. Personalities - Barron Collier - 
Biographies - Collier N Magazine, Collier Tribute, 
The Collier Story.  Bureau of Public Safety - 
Photos, Ads and Certificates. Collier County 
Museum Exhibits - The Tamiami Trail - Across 
the Everglades, The End of Isolation, The 
Tamiami Trail. Collier Paper - Collier Biography, 
Collier Family Contributions, Collier Genealogy, 
One Mans Vision, To People of Southwest 
Florida. 

5. Aquehongian Lodge - 65th Anniversary Book. 

6. National Council - Annual Reports - 1933, 1934, 
1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1940. 

7. Pre-Boy Scout Foundation - NY Herald - 1915, 
1916, 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920. 

8. Boy Scout Foundation - Scout-O-Rama (1940) - 
Photos (T186 Bronx). 

9. Greater New York Councils – Publications - 
Commissioners Conference (1944), GNYC 
Fundraising (1946), Neighborhood 
Commissioner.  Presidents Standard Award - 
Application Form, Requirements.  New York City 
Scouter - 03/68.  Personalities - Dan Gasparo.  
TMR Alumni Association - Survey, Survey 
Results, 10/90, 01/08/91, TMR Hall of Fame 
(1999).    

10. Bronx Council – Photos - Bronx Camporee 
(1938), Bronx Monument Dedication (1938), 
Kanes Open Camp-O-Ree (1939).  Troop 186 - 
Photos.    

11. Brooklyn Council- Troop 176 - Riding Exhibition 
(1933), Troop 176 Riding Photos. 

12. Manhattan Council - Personalities - Noel Zakin.  
Silver Beaver Programs - 2002, 2006. 

13. Queens Council - Jamboree Log (1964).  Troop 
26 - Recharter Application (1962), Charters, 
National Camping Award.    

14. Staten Island Council - Greater New York 
Scouter (Staten Island articles) - 1945, 1946, 
1947, others.  Staten Island Advance Articles - 
1943, 1944, 1945, 1946, 1947.  Camporee 
Program (1944).   Christmas Cards - Pouch, 
Stewart.  Council Dinners - 1944, 1945, 1946.  
North Shore District - Rally (1946), Father & 
Son Night.  Shirts off Our Backs Campaign. 
Troop 42 - Newspaper Articles, Photos.  Troop 
9 - 14-Mile Hike Reports, Attendance Awards, 
Carl Ritz Eagle, Clinton Lorenz Letter, James 
Valentine, Movie Tickets, Newspaper Articles, 
Presidents Standard Award. Photos - Scout 
Sunday (1942-1947), Short Term Camp 
Camporees (1943, 1946), Short Term Camp 
(Feb. 1946), Window Displays (1943-1946), 
Troop 9 Photos - 340926.   

15. Local History - Narrowsburg Newspapers 
(T.M.R, C.C. Camp) - 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 
1933, 1934, 1935.  
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS 
Barron Collier Paper  

Several months ago I visited Naples, FL to do 
some research into Barron G. Collier, Acting 
President of the Boy Scout Foundation of Greater 
New York from 1929 - 1937.  Collier County, FL is 
named after Mr. Collier.   I was given access to the 
county archives in the Collier County Museum and 
also visited the local library.  (See the Barron 
Collier biography on page 5.)  

The library had several biographies of Mr. 
Collier, mainly focused on his pioneer work in 
streetcar advertising and his purchase and 
development of property in southwest Florida 
during the 1910s and 1920s.  It also had three 
histories of the Tamiami Trail.  The Museum had 
informative permanent exhibits on Mr. Collier and 
his life, his involvement in the completion of the 
Tamiami Trail, his development of Everglades, FL 
as the country seat, and several newspaper 
articles about him and Scouting. 

The county archives contained two Collier 
biographies, a genealogy, a list of land donations 
by the Collier family, and a statement by Mr. Collier 
to the people of southwest Florida upon the 
completion of the Tamiami Trail on April 26, 1928. 

Much closer to home, I found a fascinating little 

book in the New York Public Library (Schwarzman 
Building) published by Collier in 1925, entitled 
“Stopping Street Accidents: a History of New York 
City’s Bureau of Public Safety.” This book 
documents the work of the Bureau of Public Safety 
while Collier headed it as Special Deputy Police 
Commissioner.   It has numerous photos of Collier 
and contains various ads and certificates produced 
by the Bureau as part of its safety efforts.  Many ads 

included the character “Aunty J. Walker,” which 
Collier created.  (166 pgs.) 

B.S.A. Annual Reports (1933-1940)  

This was the period when President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt was most involved with the National 
B.S.A. organization.  F.D.R. gave his annual radio 
addresses during Boy Scout Week, sent numerous 
letters of greetings to the B.S.A. and hosted the 
1935 National Jamboree (canceled) and the very 
successful 1937 National Jamboree in Washington, 
DC.  All of this was thoroughly documented in the 
B.S.A. Annual Reports.  Chief Scout Executive 
James E. West was extremely thankful for F.D.R.’s 
support of Scouting and thanked him repeatedly. 

Besides Roosevelt, the Annual Reports included 
names that should be familiar to N.Y.C. Scouters: 
Mortimer L. Schiff, Frederic Kernochan, Barron G. 
Collier, George D. Pratt, William T. Hornaday and 
Harvey A. Gordon.  Schiff had died by 1933, but 
the Reports are filled with details on the new 
Mortimer L. Schiff Scout Reservation.  Starting in 
1935, Harvey A. Gordon had his own section as 
National Director of the Engineering Service.  
Barron Collier had a section for several years as 
Chairman of the Committee on Publicity and 

Continued on Page 14 

Barron Collier leads the staff of the Bureau of 

Public Safety in a parade 


